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Newark, one of America’s grimmer cities, also has one of the country’s highest concentrations of charter schools and is on course to have more. Seventeen schools run by 12 charter-management groups teach almost a tenth of the 48,000 children in its public-school system; by 2015 that share is likely to double. The Newark Charter School Fund, established last year with money from, among others, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, will help new schools navigate the bureaucracy, find buildings and recruit the best teachers. 
All Newark’s charter schools admit pupils by lottery, so tracking those who applied but didn’t get in, as well as those that did, should allow comparisons between equally-motivated children of organised parents, but at different schools. If charter schools are teaching a narrow curriculum and focusing on test preparation, that should become clear when data are gathered on high-school completion rates and college destinations. If they are excluding lots of pupils, that will be obvious too. And if the state education department co-operates by giving researchers access to data on its own pupils, it will be possible to tell whether charter schools are leaching talent from state schools—or whether the challenge they pose to incumbents improves performance across the board.
from: ‘Do charter schools work? Time for a test’ The Economist Jun 11th 2009 | 
http://www.economist.com/world/unitedstates/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13832483 
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