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Green Card is the nickname for document I-551 issued by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS, now part of DHS – Department of Homeland Security). This card, which is actually pink and blue in color today, allows foreign nationals to legally and permanently live and work in the U.S. The Green Card Lottery, or to give it its more correct title The Diversity Immigrant Visa Program, is a system where the U.S. government annually issues 50,000 permanent Green Cards randomly selected through a computer. Those people who enter the lottery and are selected by a computer at Williamsburg in Kentucky can emigrate, with their spouse and any children under 21, permanently. 

As is to be expected with any Western immigration program, there are restrictions. Only countries that already have a low rate of immigration to the U.S. can enter, while countries whose former citizens have received more than 50,000 Green Cards through other means in the past five years are not eligible. Residents of the UK cannot enter the lottery due to the number of Green Cards issued to its citizens in the past five years. Northern Ireland is considered an exception, as is the Republic of Ireland. Other countries whose citizens are not allowed to enter at present are Canada, China (excluding Hong Kong and Taiwan), Colombia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, India, Jamaica, Mexico, Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, South Korea and Vietnam. The draw for DV-2005, the current influx, took place in June 2004. Of the 9.5 million applications, the 50,000 'winners' have just been informed that they have between October 1, 2004 and September 30, 2005, to take up the offer. 

(details taken from: http://uscis.gov/graphics/hodoi/divlott.htm a US Government websites)
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