	Bettany Hughes “Breaking the Seal” Open University programme
One alternative to a standing army was the militia.
I'm off to Yorkshire, Wakefield to be precise, to see some recruitment records for the militia. The militia was responsible for defending the country at home. It was only called upon in times of crisis. Joining the militia could be a bit of a lottery. Not quite conscription, but hardly voluntary either.
	 



	 
	 

	Bettany
What would have been the first point of contact with the general public?
John Spencer
The first thing was the militia census form. Now this is effectively an early form of census paper that was delivered to the head of each household for him to list, quite simply, all residents in his house. Typical form filling style, he'd begun to fill in the wrong section first and had to cross it out and go back.
Bettany
And there's a whole entry completely scribbled out here. What would that have been?
John
That was actually the head of the household, John, who actually wrote his own name in under the 'liable to serve' section, despite of the fact that he was 53 and actually exempt from service.
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	Bettany
So once you know that you are eligible, as most of these names are, then your name will go into a ballot.
John
That's right and we have a surviving set of ballot papers here which quite simply are the names of all the eligible persons written on slips of paper, to be drawn by the parish constable.

	 
	Bettany
It's extraordinary that these have survived because they are such flimsy little things.
John
Yes. I presume they were recycled. This ballot was held every few years so I suppose once you've written the names it makes sense to keep them. So once you were chosen by ballot, the time would come when this was delivered to you, if you're an officer, or the summons would go round to the other ranks.


from http://www.open2.net/breakingtheseal/military/script/scriptp1.htm 2002

From: http://www.barnsleyfhs.co.uk/militia1.htm
Thurgoland Militia:

“With the help of several organisations, and both Family and Local Historians, and I learned that in the period 1803-1805, there was a real and constant threat of a French invasion of England. While the Napoleonic Wars had been raging for several years at this particular time, invasion seemed a likely and daunting prospect. In an attempt to bolster the defence of England, the Defence Act of 1803 was passed, which compelled Parish Constables to record the names and occupations of all able-bodied men, between the ages of 15 and 60, not already in the Military. Just such a record was discovered in Sheffield Archive, and I was excited to receive, in bold copperplate handwriting, two pages entitled Militia List for the Township of Thurgoland, December 7 1804. Under the heading "Names of persons inroled (sic) to serve as Volunteers, was number 42, George JAGGER, wire-drawer. This was my wifes 2x great grandfather.

On this Militia List, the men were enrolled and catagorised according to their fitness, age and family commitments under such headings as:-

· Names of persons liable to serve 

· Rank, trade or occupation 

· Names of Persons Inroled to serve or volunteer 

· Infirm or poor 

· Poor men with more than one child 

· Names of persons Exempt, with grounds of Exemption 

· Apprentices, Constables etc 

· Men who have served, or hired substitutes 

This last classification needs further clarification; the regular County Militia was formed from able-bodied men of the County, recruited by ballot. These recruits would not be called upon to serve outside the British Isles, and sometimes not even outside their own County. These Militia men, so selected, were able to rely upon their families being supported by the Parish Poor rates while they were away - a benefit which soldiers' families in the regualr army, did not enjoy. However, it was also possible for a man chosen by ballot to serve in the County Militia to pay for a substitute - some other person - if he did not wish to serve. This system of paying for a "substitute" must have been in use in Thurgoland too, according to the last of the above headings

Under this heading are listed a farmer, a butcher, a saddlemaker, a mason and a clothiee. As you may expect, military duties would be regarded as inconvenient interruptions to the serious business of earning a living, regardless of how patriotic you might be. We can only assume that the tradesman so listed were too busy at their trade to take time off to defend their homeland against a possible invasion by Bonaparte. Somewhat ironically, though, had there been a succesful invasion, their livlihood, if not their lives. However, the Supplementary Militia Act of 1796 made no provision for substitution in the case of Volunteers. Once having put their names forward, they would have to respond to the call to arms, whatever the inconvenience.

A detailed report in the Wakefield Star & West Riding Advertiser 23 August 1805, describes the various marches made on the 15 August, from different areas by several detachments of the Army, Militia units and Local Volunteers.
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