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An investigation in 1969 into methods of rationing scarce medical resources found ONE example of the use of random selection

One hospital used a rule of random selection. (info based on interviews at the hospital). At the Los Angeles County—U.S.C. Medical Center, this system was recommended by an advisory committee of laymen when the hospital's dialysis program was first established. There, a weekly review of all serious kidney patients who desire home dialysis training takes place. In a given week, it is not uncommon for there to be from six to ten patients with urgent need who have shown the basic capacity to cooperate with treatment. (Cooperation is indicated by ability to keep medical appointments.) While alcoholics and criminals are excluded from the treatable category, the medical standards used by the hospital are not strict.( A patient with a heart murmur was accepted). The names of all needy candidates who pass this basic screening are put into a hat and drawn by lot until the program is full. The names of losers are retained for subsequent drawings.
Hospitals which use ….these rules apparently apply them without exception. ….One doctor, however, found it a great strain to have to turn away deserving patients and instead to treat those who are only being saved for an unhappy or anti-social life. However, because there are hospitals which do make a social worth evaluation, it is possible to send an especially deserving patient to one of these, although there is no guarantee that they will be treated.
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