74

74 Accommodation for Graduate Students at London School of Economics

Graduate Admissions (at LSE)

How does the housing lottery work? 

Housing is primarily offered on a random basis. Applicants are drawn 'out of a hat' and if the preferences expressed on their application form can be met then an offer is made. This is because there are many applicants for a limited number of places, and this is the only way to be fair to all. Students with Special Needs can apply for priority but only in truly exceptional cases will it be granted. Forms for these applications are available from the Accommodation Office. 

Graduate Admissions 

What are the rules for accommodation distribution? Is it better to apply as soon as possible or it does not make any difference at all if you meet the deadline? 

Distribution is random within quotas to give as fair a distribution as possible. Apply as soon as possible, though this may not mean you get an earlier answer - the first decisions are released approximately four weeks after the deadline of 31st May. We don't operate a first come first served system, because in all likelihood, the home students or the students of the department with the most efficient decision making process would get all the places. A lottery after a deadline is thought to be fairer and more likely to give students equal access. 

source: LSE website, accessed 20.12.2005

https://lfylive.lse.ac.uk/lfy/tc/enquiries/enquiry.html?a=4&q=612&searchString=
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