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The Independent: Ticket text competition starts at 8am today

Independent, The (London, England)  June 6, 2005                  Author: Thair Shaikh


The competition to attend the free Live 8 concert in Hyde Park " the largest-ever lottery to pick a rock audience " opens this morning at 8am. 

Anyone with a mobile phone registered in the UK can try to win a pair of the 72,500 tickets. Organisers of the concert on 2 July, which will feature Coldplay, U2, Robbie Williams and Sir Paul McCartney, have advertised the competition on television, radio and national newspapers, including The Independent [p. 21]. To enter you have pick one of three possible answers to the question: 'Which city is nearest to the G8 summit in July?' The answers are either A) Berlin, B) Moscow and C) Edinburgh. To enter text A, B or C to 84599. Texts sent before 8am will be invalid and the lines will remain open until midnight on 12 June, when winners will be picked at random and notified by text. 

Each text message will cost pounds 1.50. The first pounds 1.6m raised will be donated to The Prince's Trust to compensate it for the cancelled annual Party in the Park concert. The rest will help fund the Live 8 concert.

The Independent: EBay bans sale of Live8 tickets after 'electronic pimp' accusation

Independent, The (London, England)  June 15, 2005 Author: Cahal Milmo
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The internet auction service eBay has banned the sale of tickets for the Live8 concert in London after being accused by Bob Geldof of acting as an 'electronic pimp' by allowing transactions. EBay said: 'We have listened to eBay's community of users and the message has been clear. They do not want the tickets to be resold on the site. Once we are made aware of any Live8 tickets being resold, they will be taken down.' Geldof admitted it was legal to sell the tickets, but accused eBay of being disingenuous by offering to donate the equivalent of the fees it collects from the sales to Live8. On a sale of pounds 1,000, this amounts to pounds 29.10. The musician said: 'There is nothing illegal about what [eBay] are doing unfortunately but there is something wrong with it. It is not acceptable that a giant electronic company that makes millions upon millions then morally says we will just hand over our take to a charity. 'It is filthy money made on the back of the poorest people on the planet. Stick it where it belongs.' More than two million text messages were sent by people hoping to attend the concert in London's Hyde Park, which will feature Madonna, Coldplay and Pink Floyd. The winners of the 150,000 tickets were randomly selected by computer. Geldof said: 'The people who are selling these tickets on websites are miserable wretches who are capitalising on people's misery.' 

EBay, which has an annual turnover of pounds 1.8 bn, had said earlier yesterday that it was allowing the sales to proceed on a point of principle. 'We are allowing the tickets because we live in a free market where people can make up their own minds about what they would like to buy and sell. 

'A ticket to Live8 is no different from a prize won in a raffle run by another charity and what the winner chooses to do with it is up to them. EBay believes it is a fundamental right for someone to be able to sell something that is theirs.'
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