117 Eastwood school, Rayleigh, Essex 2000

Eastwood School, Leigh-on-Sea (foundation) specialises in sports. Other local foundations objected in 2000 to its creaming of ‘their’ catchment students.

b) The admission arrangements operated for the first time for admissions in 1999

An Objection c) the allocation of places at random across the wider priority area is "totally unacceptable". "It is just a front for a selection process." "The draw has no means of being authenticated, validated or audited."
Eastwood countered: c) The use of random allocation for offering places to pupils from outside the priority catchment area was chosen to allow the school to continue to take pupils from all its traditional feeder primary schools rather than restricting admissions to pupils from the nearest schools. Advice was taken from DfEE and the arrangements were based on the Lancashire model which had been tested in court.         The Adjudicator ruled that: c) The allocation of places at random (or by lot) is controversial and indeed, before the Lancashire court case referred to by the school, the then Secretary of State held that it was unlawful (DfEE circular 6/93). The school have explained their reasons for adopting this procedure, namely to take account of the views of feeder primary schools and to give parents from the whole of their catchment area an equal chance rather than using geographical distance from the school. No evidence has been submitted demonstrating that the arrangement is unfair or unclear to parents. The allocation procedure has been explained in detail and is a straightforward and open random process. Similar procedures have worked satisfactorily elsewhere for a number of years. I cannot uphold the objections to this aspect of the arrangements. Given the feelings of concern that allocating places at random can arouse, the school may wish to consider reviewing the policy from time to time with a view to ensuring that it continues to enjoy the full confidence of parents.

 Again in 2005 there was an objection to the random selection of students. Again the adjudicator accepted it was OK. 

7. The Council has two objections:

(i) The random basis for allocation of places is not clear for parents. No indication is given of how the process is operated and the parents find it difficult to estimate their chances of being offered a place. 

8. The school’s response was:

(i) The Social Market Foundation has recommended a random system for admissions and has been supported by a number of other bodies.

(ii) The system is administered fairly using a computer programme for random selection of names.

(iii) The system has been in operation for some years and parents are clear on how it works.

(iv)The present situation has arisen because of the success and increased popularity of the school and some difficulties being experienced in neighbouring schools.

The Adjudicator said OK to random selection(guardedly) 15. I recommend that the school and the Council set out on a re-organisation of this kind as soon as possible. In making this recommendation, I should make clear that I do not suggest that the school needs to abandon the some use of an element of random selection. Random selection (like all other methods of allocating school places) has advantages and disadvantages. The main advantage is that is that it provides schools with a good social mix of children from families who live in different areas of a town. The main disadvantage is that some children are not allocated in schools very near their homes and have to travel some distance to the school where they are allocated places. It is for the schools in the area, the admission forum and the Council to decide on these matters. They should, however, avoid a situation in which a small group of parents in the town is treated differently from everyone else. 

full text of the adjudications can be found at www.schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk/upload/ADA000731%20The%20Eastwood%20School.doc -

www.schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk/upload/ADA000118-125 
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